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NC POLICY WATCH 


Stories & voices 
that matter. 


NC Policy Watch's Monday numbers 

By Lisa Sorg 

After President Trump announced he would open the entire US coast to offshore drilling - including areas like 
North Carolina that have long been off-limits -- governors up and down the Eastern Seaboard, immediately 
condemned the proposal. 

Gov. Roy Cooper and Secretary of the Environment Michael Regan both vehemently oppose Trump’s plan. 
They cite the environmental and economic risks to the state’s fragile coastline, worth billions of dollars in 
tourism dollars each year. 

“Offshore drilling and the seismic testing that would precede it pose environmental and economic risks to North 
Carolina’s coastal communities that we cannot afford,” Regan said. 

Federal and state data show what’s at stake. While additional regulations and safety measures since the 1970s 
have contributed to the decline in the overall number of petroleum spills, those accidents involving drilling 
platforms increased from 510 to 564. The number pipeline spills decreased from 207 to 141. 

More troubling, though, is the primary cause of spills over the past 15 years: Hurricanes. [Read more ...] 

Progressive Pulse Blog: 

• Editorials agree: Trump's offshore drilling scheme would be dreadful for NC 

• Parents demand action on class-size chaos during this week's special session 

• Judge ‘miffed’ lawmakers hired expert to criticize special master rather than help 

• Legislator sends inaccuracy-riddled email to Charlotte school parents 

• Gov. Cooper demands legislative action for state’s class size crisis 

• The Week’s Top Five on NC Policy Watch 

• Trump renominates ungualified Thomas Farr to fill federal court vacancy 

Daily Micro-Podcast: 

• A welcome speed-bump in the rush to exploit our fragile coastline 

























Daily News: 

• Fate of ‘dreamers’ set to dominate next round of budget talks 

The Washington Post 

• World Sees Disorder in Trump’s Foreign Policy Tweets 

The New York Times 

• Bitter cold causing power outages, water main breaks and road closures 

WRAL.com 

• ‘We’re not going away.’ Rally urges lawmakers to fund K-3 class-size reductions 

Raleigh News & Observer 

• Laura Riddick disdained ‘power and perks.’ Now she’s accused of abusing her elected office. 

Raleigh News & Observer 

• Lawyers try to shape judges' decision on North Carolina maps 

WRAL.com 

• ‘Sometimes race correlates with party,’ lawmakers’ attorney says in NC gerrymander case 

Raleigh News & Observer 

• Cooper wants lawmakers to address teacher funding next week 

WRAL.com 

• North Carolina insurance commissioner nixes higher rate 

WRAL.com 

• Tillis predicts immigration deal before March deadline 

WRAL.com 

• Study outlines problems, improvements needed for elections 

Daily Reflector 

• Carolina Panthers 'officially' up for sale after loss to Saints 

WBTV Charlotte 

Daily Editorials: 

• Atlantic must say no to coastal drilling 

Raleigh News & Observer 

• No to drilling 

Winston Salem Journal 

• A dangerous and needless drilling expansion 

The Fayetteville Observer 

• Funding needed for Gen-X issue 

Daily Reflector 

• Lower this rate 

Winston Salem Journal 

• More steps needed to improve voting 

Greensboro.com 


Our work is supported by readers like you. 

Help us to continue expanding our aggressive reporting and thoughtful 
commentaries. Make a tax-deductible financial contribution today! 


Donate 


Follow us on Facebook and Twitter: To get regular updates from NC Policy Watch, follow us on Facebook and Twitter . 
Join the policy debate at The Progressive Pulse blog. 
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